3i oct. 29]         VICEROY'S HISTORIC ANNOUNCEMENT	47
Labour Government sympathising with his views, the Viceroy made.his historic
statement outlining the plan of a Round Table Conference." The following is the
text of the Viceroy's statement issued on the 31st October :—
The Viceroy's Announcement
"I have just returned from England where I have had the opportunity of a
prolonged consultation with His Majesty's Government. Before I left this country
I said publicly that, as the King Emperor's representative in India, I should hold
myself bound to tell my fellow countrymen, as faithfully as I might, of India s
feelings anxieties and aspirations. In my endeavours to discharge that undertaking
I was assisted by finding, as I had expected, a generous and sincere desire, not
only on the part of His Majesty's Government, but on that of all persons and
parties in Great Britain, to hear and to appreciate everything that it was my duty
to represent. These are critical days when matters by which men are deeply
touched are in issue and when, therefore, it is inevitable that political teelmgs should
run high and that misunderstandings, which would scarcely arise in conditions
of political tranquillity, should obtain a firm foothold in men's minds. I have,
nevertheless not faltered in my belief that, behind all the disquieting tendencies of
the time, there lay the great mass of Indian opinion, overflowing all divisions of
race, religion or political thought, fundamentally loyal to the King Emperor and,
whether consciously or not, only wanting to understand and to be understood.
"On the other side I have never felt any doubt that opinion in Great Britain,
puzzled as it might be by events in India, or only perhaps partially informed as
to their true significance, was unshaken in its determination that Great Britain
should redeem to the full the pledges she has given for India's future. On both
countries the time have laid a heavy and in some ways a unique responsibility, for
the influence in the world of a perfect understanding between Great Britain and
India might surely be so great that no scales can give ns the measure either of
the prize of success or the price of failure in our attempts to reach it,
flln my discussions with the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State, it was
inevitable that the principal topic should have been the course of events in India.
It is not profitable on either side to discuss to what extent, or with what justifica-
tion, the appointment of a Parliamentary Commission two years ago has affected
the general trend of Indian thought and action. Practical men must' take the facts
and the situations as they are and not as the^ would have them to be,
"Sir John Simon's Commission, assisted as it has been by the Indian Central
Committee, is now at work on its report, and until that report is laid before
the Parliament, it is impossible, and even if it were possible, it would in the view of
His Majesty's Government clearly be improper to forecast the nature of any
constitutional changes that may subsequently be proposed, In this respect ei^ery
British Party is bound to reserve to itself complete freedom of action. But what
must constantly engage our attention, and is a matter of deep concern to His
Majesty's Government, is the discovery of means by which when the Commission
has reported, the broad question of British Indian constitutional advance may b©
approached in co-operation with all those who can speak authoritatively for opinion
in British India.
"I would venture to recall some words which I used in addressing the Assembly
eight months ago in a reference to the then existing political situation. On the
one side, I said it is as unprofitable to deny the right of Parliament to JEotra its
tree and deliberate judgment on the problem as it would be shortsigthed of Parlia-
ment to underrate the importance of trying to reach a solution''which mi&ht carry
the willing assent of political India. We shall surely stray front' "the path
at the end of which lies achievement, if we let go either one or other
of these two main guiding principles of political action. But there has' lately
emerged, from a totally different angle another set of considerations which is very
refemt to wlwt I have just stated on this matter to be the desire of His MaiestVs
Government,	^^^^ »
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tw:      tut- -      of,%  Commission has   pointed   out   in   correspondence   with
Prime Minister, which I understand is being   published   in   England,   that
•*  investigation   has"" proceeded,   he   and    his    colleagues    have   been
jped m^ considering the direction - which the  future   constitutional
^I»am Is likely to tate  with the importance of  bearing  in   mind   t
S5r  ^yl> ^' ,«wft^fttote  time   Develop between British India ami*
to judgment it i? essential that   the   methods,   by , wkMi   1

